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VII. An ExtraSl of the Regijler of the Parfh of Holy Crofs, 
Salop, being a Third Decade of Tears from Michaelmas 
1770 to Michaelmas 17 Bo, carefully dig fed. in the following 
table. By the Rev. Mr. William Gorfuch, Vicar ; communi¬ 
cated by Dr. Price., ! 7 . R. S. 


Read January 17, 1781. 
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54 Mr. gorsuch’s Entrant of the Regijhr 

An a&ual furvey was made in 1775, when the number of 
the inhabitants was found to be total 1057 : of which under 
ten 287, and above feventy 57, viz. from 70 to 75, males 12 
females 10 = 22. From 75 to 80, males 8 females 11 = 19. 
From 80 to 85, males 8 females 6 = 14. From 85 to 90, 
males 1 females 1—2. 

An actual furvey was made in the year 1780, when the 
number of inhabitants were 1113. 

There remains alive in 1780. 
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Diflempers 
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of the Parijh of Holy Crofs, Salop* 


Diftempers and. Cafualties from 1770 to 1780. 
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The number of inhabitants actually furveyed every five years.! 

for thirty years. 


In 1755 

- 

1049 

1760 

- 

0 

DO 

1765 

- 

1096 

1770 

- 

1046 

ms 


1057 

00 

0 

- 

1113 


The increafe of 48 perfons in the year 1765 was owing to < 
the ingrefs of four numerous families into large houfes, which., 
were alrnoft uninhabited for many years before. 



56 Mr. GoasL'Cii’s Extract of the Regifler 

The decreafe of 50 pcrfons in the year 1770 was occafioned 
by the demolifhing of nine houfes, in order to open a way to 
the new ftone bridge built over the river Severn. 

On Good Friday, x 774, there happened a dreadful fire which 
originated from a chimney, and extended on both fides of the 
ftreet to the diftance of half a mile : the wind blowing with 
;great violence, the flames in a few hours confumed 48 houfes, 
being generally thatched buildings. In this conflagration 179 
of the inhabitants loft; their dwellings, but immediately pro¬ 
vided themfelves with lodgings within the parifh, and of the 
number of fufferers only 24 perfons went out of the parifh, 
and returned no more. The ground vacated by the houfes 
burnt is now, 111.1780, built upon, and moftly covered with 
little tenements fitted for poor inhabitants to live in, and made 
fo commodious as to receive a greater number of inhabitants 
than they did before the fire in 1774; fo that the families, 
whafe number in 1770 were 240, are in the year 1780 in- 
creafed to 246 nearly, and perhaps will be increafing when 
more buildings fhall be ere Ted. 

Houfes pay window lights 65. The new houfe tax paid 
by 36 houfes. The firft decade was publifhed in the Phil. 
Tranf. vol LII. part I. art. 25. The fecond decade was pub¬ 
lifhed in the Phil. Tranf. vol. LXI. art. 6. p. 57. See alfo Dr. 
price’s O’ofervations on Reverfionary Payments, ed. 1771. p. 
192. and note a . alfo p. 259. and 263. 

The taking account of the marriages in this parifh cannot 
be of any ufe in political arithmetic, becaufe it is the cuftom 
of the fixed inhabitants to go out of the parifh, and be mar¬ 
ried in diftant churches ; and the weddings performed in this 
church are generally between ftrangers who occafionally refide 
here fo long as to make a place of abode according to the aft 

of 



of the Par if of Holy Crofs, Salop. 57 

of parliament made in 1754. Dr. heberden hath made a 
very proper ufe of the number and proportion of marriages in 
the ifland of Madeira; but then it was an ifland, and all are 
confined to their own conftant refidence. If the whole ifland 
of Great Britain was univerfally to be included in the account 
of the number of marriages, it would be very ufeful and 
compleat. 

Many young people have gone out of this parifli to fupply 
the navy and army, but probably the fame number would 
have emigrated, to be apprenticed and follow different occu* 
pations. 

The public regifter is too general for the purpofes of politi¬ 
cal arithmetic. The extradts here made are drawn from private 
papers, kept with great care and exadtnefs, fo that the births 
and burials of the fixed inhabitants are not rendered incorredt by 
the accidental ingrefs of foreigners, or temporary egrefs of the 
real inhabitants. 
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